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Abstract

Koji TAKIKAWA, Exploring Appropriate Ways of Dealing with “Nuclear Waste”

through Case Studies of Horonobe Town in Hokkaido and Others
O O The Japanese government has a national policy on* geological waste

disposal.” This policy proposes to bury into deep formations highly
radioactive nuclear wastes that result from the operation of nuclear power
plants. However, the technological feasibility of this policy is questionable,
especially in the Japanese Archipelago, where diastrophism is strong and
intense. No municipality has thus far agreed to accept the radioactive waste
disposal facility. A wise way for waste disposal would be to withdraw
from nuclear power generation, then settle the total amount of nuclear
wastes, and keep them in a temporary depository as they are (without
reprocessing). In this paper, I explore a few appropriate ways of dealing
with nuclear wastes through a case study of Horonobe Town in Hokkaido,
which became a target for a waste disposal site in the 1980s and continues

to be a host to waste disposal experimental facilities.
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